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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed to fulfill the 
duty of candor and good faith toward the Patent and Trademark Office in 
accordance with 37 CFR §1.56. 

Below is a list of information which persons substantively involved 
in the preparation of the above-identified application are aware and 
believe that a reasonable Examiner may consider important to deciding 
whether to allow the application. Although a search to locate the best 
information may have been made, this document is not a representation 
that such a search has been made and is not a representation that no 
other information exists. However, this document is not to be construed 
as being an admission that any of the items set forth in the list is 
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"material" as defined in 37 CFR §1. 56(b). Copies of the items and PTO 
Form 1449 have been attached. 

Item 

U.S. Patent No. 3,833,003 to Taricco 

U.S. Patent No. 4,832,020 to Augustine 

U.S. Patent No. 4,865,586 to Hedberg 

U.S. Patent No. 4,913,139 to Ballew 

U.S. Patent No. 4,960,122 to Mizus 

U.S. Patent No. 5,127,913 to Thomas, Jr. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,197,971 to Bonutti 

U.S. Patent No. 5,235,970 to Augustine 

U.S. Patent No. 5,259,377 to Schroeder 

U.S. Patent No. 5,339,805 to Parker 

U.S. Patent No. 5,353,787 to Price 

U.S. Patent No. 5,560,351 to Gravenstein et al. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,558,082 to Spencer 

U.S. Patent No. 5,582,165 to Bryan et al. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,694,929 to Christopher 
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